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EDUCATION OF HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
FOR THE 21" CENTURY:

A GLOBAL INDEPENDENT COMMISSION

THE LANCET

Health professionals for a new century: transforming
education to strengthen health systems in an

interdependent world

Julio Frenk*, Lincoln Chen*, Zulfigar A Bhutta, Jordan Cohen, Nigel Crisp, Timothy Evans, Harvey Fineberg, Patricia Garcia, Yang Ke, Patrick Kelley,
Barry Kistnasamy, Afaf Meleis, David Naylor, Ariel Pablos-Mendez, Srinath Reddy, Susan Scrimshaw, Jaime Sepulveda, David Serwadda,

Huda Zurayk

Executive summary

Problem statement

100 years ago, a series of studies about the education of
health professionals, led by the 1910 Flexner report,
sparked groundbreaking reforms. Through integration
of modern science into the curricula at university-based
schools, the reforms equipped health professionals with
the knowledge that contributed to the doubling of life
span during the 20th century.

By the beginning of the 21st century, however, all is not
well. Glaring gaps and inequities in health persist both
within and between countries, underscoring our
collective failure to share the dramatic health advances
equitably. At the same time, fresh health challenges loom.
New infectious, environmental, and behavioural risks, at
a time of rapid

Redesign of professional health education is necessary
and timely, in view of the opportunities for mutual
learning and joint solutions offered by global
interdependence due to acceleration of flows o
knowledge, technologies, and financing across borders,
and the migration of both professionals and patients.
What is clearly needed is a thorough and authoritative

of healtl ucation,
‘matching the ambitious work of a century ago.
That is why this Commission, consisting of

20 professional and academic leaders from diverse
countries, came together to develop a shared vision and a

Published Online
November 29,2010
D01101016/50140-
6736(10)61854-5

See Online/Comment
D01101016/50140.
6736(10)62008-9
D01101016/50140-
6736(10)61968-X

“Joint first authors

Harvard School of Public
Health, Boston, MA, USA
(Prof) Frenk MDY; hina Medical
Board, Cambridge, MA, USA

‘common strategy for -ation in medicine,
nursing, and public health that reaches beyond the
confines of national borders and the silos of individual

The C adopted a global outlook, a

transitions, threaten health security of all. Health systems
worldwide are struggling to keep up, as they become
more complex and costly, placing additional demands on
‘health workers.

Professional education has not kept pace with these
challenges, largely because of fragmented, outdated, and
static curricula that produce ill-equipped graduates. The
problems are systemic: mismatch of competencies to
patient and population needs; poor teamwork; persistent
gender stratification of professional status; narrow
technical focus without broader contextual understand-
ing; episodic encounters rather than continuous care;
predominant hospital orientation at the expense of
primary care; quantitative and qualitative imbalances in
the professional labour market; and weak leadership to
improve health-system performance. Laudable efforts to
address these deficiencies have mostly floundered, partly
because of the so-called tribalism of the professions—ie,
the tendency of the various professions to act in isolation
from or even in competition with each other.

wwwthelancet.com

‘multiprofessional perspective, and a systems approach.
This comprehensive framework considers the connections
between education and health systems. It is centred on
people as co-producers and as drivers of needs and
demands in both systems. By interaction through the
labour market, the provision of educational services
generates the supply of an educated workforce to meet the
demand for professionals to work in the health system. To
have a positive effect on health outcomes, the professional
education subsystem must design new instructional and
institutional strategies.

Major findings
Worldwide, 2420 medical schools, 467 schools or
departments of public health, and an indeterminate
number of postsecondary nursing educational instit-
utions train about 1 million new doctors, nurses,
‘midwives, and public health every year.

University, Karachi, Pakistan
(Prof ZA Bhutta PhD); George
Washington University Medical
Center, Washington, DC, USA
(Prof) Cohen MD); Independent
member of House of Lords,
London, UK (N Crisp KCB);
James P Grant School o Public
Health, Dhaka, Bangladesh
(Prof T Evans MD); US Institute
of Medicine, Washington, DC,
USA (H Fineberg MD,

P Kelley MD); Schoolof Public
Health Universidad Peruana
Cayetano, Heredia,Lima, Pery
(Prof P Garcia MD); Peking
University Health Science
Centre, Beijing, China

(ProfY Ke MD); National Health
Laboratory Service,
Johannesburg, South Africa

(B Kistnasamy MDJ; School of
Nursing, University of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA,
USA (Prof A Meleis PhD);
University of Toronto, Toronto,

Severe institutional shortages are exacerbated by
maldistribution, both between and within countries.

oN, :
‘The RockefellerFoundation,
NewYork, NY, USA
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Featured projects
Palliative Care ECHO

State-wide Rural and Remote Supportive and Specialist Palliative Care Telehealth Service Evaluation
Queensland Health

Telepalliative Care and Gold Coast Hospital
Metro South Health

Telepalliative Care and Queensland Ambulance Service
Metro South Health

Duration

2022-2026

2020-2021

@ ®
2018-2019 secsee yos YY)

2018-2019

UQ home News Events Give Contact

HE UNIVERSITY
F QUEENSLAND Study Research Partners and community About Q_ Search

Centre for Online Health

Home About v Our people Research {{ Centre C Contact

Telepalliative care

# / Research

Palliative care is defined by the World Health Organization as “an approach that improves the quality of life of patients and their families facing the problem
aaaaaaa +orl with life-threatening illness, through the prevention and relief of suffering by means of early identification and impeccable a: ment and
it f pain and other problems, physical, psychosocial and spiritual” (World Health Organization, 2019)
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« Acquire new knowledge

» Acquire new knowledge « Gain confidence

« Facilitate a network « Joind

« Increase access 10 resources
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