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Annual mortality trends for leading causes of death in Japan (1947 ~ 2004)
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Until the middle of this century, deaths caused
by infectious diseases such as pneumonia, tuber-
culosis and gastroenteritis prevailed in Japan.

However, since the end of the Second World
War, these diseases have rapidly decreased and
have been replaced by so-called life style related
diseases such as malignant neoplasms (cancer),
heart diseases and cerebrovascular diseases.

Cancer ranks first in the causes of deaths since
1981. The number of cancer deaths in 2004 was
320,315, and the death rate per 100,000 was
253.9, accounting for 31.1% of the total number
of deaths.

Source : Vital Statistics of Japan, Statistics and Information Dept., Minister’s Secretariat, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
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% The graphs are based on the data shown in the tables on p 32-33.



