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Preface

In Japan, as the underlying cause of death shifted from communicable diseases to so-called lifestyle-related
diseases, the proportion of cancer to all deaths increased, making it the leading cause of death since 1981. Be-
cause of this trend, administrative policies focused on controlling cancer have been conducted by the Japanese
Government with the highest priority. The government implemented the Comprehensive 10-Year Strategy
for Cancer Control (1984-1993), followed by the New 10-year Strategy to Overcome Cancer(1994-2003) as a
measure against cancer. As a result, the concept that “cancer is a disease caused by genetic abnormalities” is now
widely accepted, and tremendous progress has been made in both diagnosis and therapy such as early detection
of various cancers and standardization of treatments. On the basis of these results, the 3rd-term Comprehen-
sive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control (2004-2013) is now being implemented, aiming at the “drastic reduc-
tion of cancer morbidity and mortality” by promoting comprehensive research on cancer prevention, diagnosis,
and treatment.

Cancer Control Act was brought into effect in April, 2007, and the national framework is being developed
to promote comprehensive and well-planed cancer control policies. The Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control
Programs, developed based on this law, sets an overall goal “reduction of cancer deaths”. Information on can-
cer statistics, such as mortality, incidence, and survival, is highly important for developing and evaluating can-
cer control policies. In October 2006, the National Cancer Center opened the Center for Cancer Control and
Information Services, which provides the public and health professionals reliable information on cancer treat-
ments, cancer statistics, and available hospitals, etc., via web site and booklets. The Foundation for Promotion
of Cancer Research has been publishing biennial reports on “Cancer Statistics in Japan” not only for cancer spe-
cialists but for lay public. Those reports help us understand dynamic changes of cancer trends, and realize the
importance of cancer control based on high-standard monitoring system. Hoping that our effort of monitoring
and disseminating information on cancer statistics will help accelerate effective national and local cancer con-
trol policies, here we present the 2007 edition of “Cancer Statistics in Japan”.
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