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Trends in Age-adjusted Mortality Rate for Leading Causes of Death
(1947~2006)
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$Age-adjusted mortality rate is decreasing for the three leading causes of death in Japan: cancer, heart diseas-
es, and cerebrovascular diseases.
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Cancer, heart diseases, and pneumonia, which appeared to be
increasing in recent crude mortality rate (Page 24), showed a de-
creasing trend after age-adjustment. This suggests that the in-
crease in crude mortality rate may have been caused by the aging
of the population. The decrease in the mortality of cerebrovascu-
lar diseases became more rapid after age-adjustment. Regarding
the age-specific causes of death, cancer was the leading cause of

death among 40-89 years age groups in 2006.

Note : Total death rate is shown on the right axis and the rate for leading causes of death on the left.
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