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Glossary

(1) FBARIETE Age-adjusted death rate
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Age-adjusted 12 [Observed DR in /th age category] X [Population of ith age category in SP]

death rate [Total Population in SP]

where DR and SP denote death rate and standard population, respectively.

'The age-adjusted death rate is a weighted average of age-specific death rates in the observed population. The
weight for each age category is the proportion of people in the age category in the standard population. The
1985 model population of Japan is used as the standard population throughout this book (See tablebelow).
The age adjustment is used to adjust the di erence in age distribution in comparing death rates of two or more
populations. By convention, the death rate is expressed per 100,000 per year.

Crude mortality rate is a ected by the age distribution of the population. Even when the crude mortality rate
is increasing, the increase may have been solely caused by aging of the population. Using age-adjusted mortality
rate allows comparisons across two or more di erent periods of time removing such e ects of the changes in age
composition.

'The age-adjusted incidence and mortality rate for stomach cancer has been continuously decreasing in Japan
since the end of the World War II. A general interpretation of this decrease is not the result of successful cancer
control, but the result of decrease in salt intake and increase in fresh fruit and vegetable intake, caused by
lifestyles changes such as usage of refrigerators. Since stomach cancer accounts for large part of cancer incidence
and mortality, trends in cancer incidence and mortality with or without stomach cancer are both used when

evaluating cancer control, in order to avoid overestimation of decrease.
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H#EAO (BBFIGOEEFI/LAO)
Standard Population (1985)

i (Age) 23 YNu| Fiin (Age) e YN i (Age) 2 SLYNE
0~4 8,180,000 35~ 39 9,289,000 70 ~ 74 3,476,000
5~9 8,338,000 40 ~ 44 9,400,000 75 ~179 2,441,000

10 ~ 14 8,497,000 45~ 49 8,651,000 80 ~ 84 1,406,000
15~19 8,655,000 50 ~ 54 7,616,000 85 ~ 784,000
20 ~ 24 8,814,000 55 =~ &Y 6,581,000 #E (Total) 120,287,000
2B =~ 29 8,972,000 60 ~ 64 5,546,000
30 ~ 34 9,130,000 65 ~ 69 4,511,000

(2) 5EFERLESEFE 5-year observed survival
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The probability of remaining alive for 5 years after diagnosis of a particular disease. This is used as an indicator of

prognosis.

5-year survival = (the number of newly diagnosed patients under observation - the number of deaths observed in 5

years) / the number of newly diagnosed patients under observation

(8) S5EMF4ETREE 5-year relative survival
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Five-year relative survival is also an indicator of prognosis, which is defined as the ratio of the proportion of
observed survivors in a group of a specific disease patients to the proportion of expected survivors in a set of
general Japanese individuals comparable in terms of sex, age, and birth year. This indicator is a net 5-year survival
measure representing survival of the target disease in the absence of other causes of death, and it is used for

comparisons of survival among different populations.
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Clinical stage
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The data from population cancer registries is usually classified into three clinical stages;

Local or localized: a cancer that is confined to the organ where it started, that is, it has not spread to distant
parts of the body.

Regional: the spread of cancer from its original site to nearby areas such as lymph nodes and adjacent organs,
but not to distant sites.

Distant: cancer that has spread to organs or tissues that are farther away.

(5) UICC TNM%¥E UICC TNM classification
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The international system used to describe whether cancer has spread and if so, how far.

T refers to the size of the tumor, N describes whether or not the cancer has spread to nearby lymph nodes,
and if so, how many,and M shows whether the cancer has spread (metastasized) to other organs of the body.
TNM descriptions can be grouped together into a simpler set of stages, labeled with 0, and I to IV, and a higher

number means a more serious cancer, in general (The stage O is sometimes omitted).

(6) BIREE Prevalence
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Prevalence is the number of persons in the population with a particular disease at a given time. Five-year
cancer prevalence in a certain time presented here is defined as the number of survivors who were diagnosed
within 5 years before the time. In Japan, cancer prevalence is not directly measured, but estimated from cancer

incidence and survival.
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