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History of Cancer Control in Japan
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/ 1963 Subsidy for cancer research by Ministry of Health and Welfare started \
1981 Cancer became the leading cause of death
1984 Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control (~1993)
1994 New 10-year Strategy to Overcome Cancer (~2003)

2004 The 3rd-term Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control (~2013)

2005 May Headquarters of Cancer Control in Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW)
2005 Aug. Action Plan 2005 for Promotion of Cancer Control

2006 Apr. Office for Cancer Control in Health Service Bureau, MHLW

2006 Jun. Cancer Control Act approved

2007 Apr. Cancer Control Act implemented

K 2007 Jun. Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs approved j

- Cancer has been the leading cause of death in Japan since 1981. The Japanese government implemented the Comprehensive 10-year
Strategy for Cancer Control (1984-1993) and the New 10-year Strategy to Overcome Cancer (1994-2003) to tackle cancer. Since
2004, the 3rd-term Comprehensive 10-year Strategy for Cancer Control has been implemented in order to promote cancer research
and disseminate high-quality cancer medical services, with the slogan “Drastic reduction in cancer morbidity and mortality”.

» In May 2005, the Japanese Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) developed the Headquarters of Cancer Control in order
to promote multidisciplinary activity for comprehensive cancer control, and launched the Action Plan 2005 for Promotion of Cancer
Control in August. In 2006, the ministry developed a new section called the Office for Cancer Control in the Health Service Bureau,
MHLW.

* In June 2006, the Cancer Control Act was approved and the law has been implemented since April 2007. Based on this law, the Ba-
sic Plan to Promote Cancer Control programs was discussed by the Cancer Control Promotion Council and approved by the Japanese

Cabinet in June 2007.
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(OComprehensive and well-planed promotion of cancer control
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¢ Nati \\ Cancer Prevention & Early Detection L
ation
Minister of Health O Promote cancer prevention :>
(@) Labour & Welfaré O Improve cancer screening quality
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8 Equalization of Cancer Medical Services L
= Basic Plan to Promote . .
O ||| cancer Control Programs O Educate specialized medical staffs
o . O Develop medical facilities
=X Approval by Cabinet P _ )
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g Lpcal communlty Research Promotion ]
O | O Promote cancer research
o v Prefecture
g O Utilize research outcome
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O Improve clinical research environment
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(OCancer Control Act

+ 'This law was has been implemented since April 2007. Its basic concepts are as follows.
(D Promotion of cancer research and utilization of research outcomes
@ Equalization of cancer medical services
3 Development of cancer medical services to satisfy patients
* Based on this law, the Japanese government built the Basic Plan to promote Cancer Control Programs. This plan must reflect the
opinion of cancer patients and their families, as well as cancer medical specialists and academic experts. Each prefecture is expected to
build the Prefectural Plan to Promote Cancer Control modeling the national basic plan. The national government, local communities,
medical insurance companies, physicians and surgeons will support each other to realize the above 3 basic concepts.

OTrend in the budget for cancer control
(Unit : 100 million yen)
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#¢1.5 billion yen was added in 2006 under supplemental budget.
Source : Office for Cancer Control, Health Services Bureau, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
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Reduction of cancer deaths Reduction of burden among cancer
(20% decrease) patients and their families
""""" Improvement of quality of life
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: Focus areas
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(O Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs

» This plan was launched in June 2007 based on the Cancer Control Act, covering 5 fiscal years from 2007 to 2011. It defines the basic
concept of cancer control and aims to promote comprehensive and well-planed cancer control in Japan. It also provides a model for
developing the Prefectural Plan to Promote Cancer Control.

» Two overall goals and seven specific fields
- Reduction of cancer deaths
* Reduction of burden among all cancer patients and their families and improvement of quality of life
Cancer medical services
Developing medical facilities
Cancer care support and information services
Cancer registry
Cancer prevention
Early detection
Cancer research
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- Focus areas
(@  Promotion of chemotherapy and radiotherapy, education of medical specialists
(@ Palliative care from the early phase of treatment
® Promotion of cancer registry
* The Japanese government implements cancer control policy in cooperation with local communities; the general public, including cancer
patients; medical facilities; health insurance companies; academic associations; patient groups; and the mass-media. The ultimate goal
is to realize a society where the general public can know, face and overcome cancer.

Source : Office for Cancer Control, Health Services Bureau, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare





